PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.
THE present edition differs chiefly from the third (1918) by
the inclusion of a new short chapter on the early history of
Agricultural Chemistry,
The opportunity has been taken of adding short accounts of
some additional crops, especially- fruits, and of introducing new
matter relative to digestion and the feeding of animals,
The constitution s,nd the products of hydrolysis of groteids,
the deficiencies of some proteids for feeding purposes and the
functions of "vitamines " in nutrition are subjects upon which
important work is being done. While these matters are still
incompletely cleared up, it is inadvisable to be too dogmatic
about them in a text-book, but their'great importance claims
that they should be brought to the notice of the earnest student.
The whole work has been revised, the index enlarged and
corrected throughout, and the book extended in length by some
thirty or forty pages.
LEEDS, December, 1919.